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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Jennifer Jansen, Cornel Munteanu, Jay McFadden, 

Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.  Lori Jones was excused. 

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Nick Vitalone, Finance 

Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, and Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief.  

Audience: 2.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of November 11, 

2020; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of November 24, 

2020; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated this past Saturday we had the first annual Santa Claus is Coming to Olmsted 

Falls escorted by our Fire Department.  We had Santa in the bucket of the ladder truck. This was a big 

success which will happen again next year.  We received a lot of phone calls of people thanking us 

and had a good time.  He would like to thank Fire Chief Sheehan for riding in the bucket in the cold 

for an hour with Santa.  It started snowing when we began the trip at 1:00 p.m.  

 

He would like to thank Jill Lukes and the Park and Recreation Board for the awesome virtual tree 

lighting ceremony.  Ms. Lukes did a lot of work on the video.  He would like to thank Mrs. Graven for 

doing the book reading of “The Night Before Christmas.”  He stated that a lot of people putalot of 

work into the video especially Ms. Lukes who completed a very professional video.  The link was 

placed on the city’s Facebook and city website.  

 

He has learned earlier today that Cuyahoga County has awarded the city the 50/50 funding program 

for Brookside and Mill Street from Bagley to Columbia the award total is $210,000.   

 

On December 7th he received a letter from County Executive Armond Budish which states: “Dear 

Mayor Graven, I want to thank you for the work you and your team has done to support our residents 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.  We did receive your request for funding and I am pleased to report 

that Cuyahoga County will provide you with the $51,000 in support you requested.”  This was a 

request for funding.  He stated that Mr. Borczuch requested a new pickup truck for his department at a 
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cost of $42,000 and the remaining $9,000 will be used to purchase laptops for employees if they have 

to work from home due to COVID.   We will receive 10 laptops.  

 

He stated that on December 1st he received an email regarding Coronavirus Relief Funds Adult Day 

and Senior Center Programs.  The email states: “Thank you for applying for Coronavirus Relief 

funding. Based on calculations your organization has been awarded $25,000.” With these funds we 

will purchase equipment for the senior center and pay some bills the senior center has incurred.  He 

stated that he spoke to Council President Stibich and both of them believe that it would be good to 

give part of this funding to Christians in Action.  He spoke with Bill Ruffing from CIA and asked how 

many residents of Olmsted Falls are involved in his program.  He stated that Mr. Ruffing sent an email 

stating: “After some online residential address searches this weekend, we have determined that 

Christians In Action Food Pantry serves about 60 individuals or 23 families within the Falls city 

boarder.” Actually, out of all the families served 78% are in the Township and 22% are in the Falls 

and Mr. Ruffing did find that out of the Falls residents who are served 17 are over the age of 60. So, 

this money will go directly to Olmsted Falls residents who are seniors and over the age of 60. We will 

award approximately $3,400 and each of our seniors involved in the CIA program will receive $200 

for Drug Mart and Shakers to purchase food, prescriptions, or whatever they need.  

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Garry Thompson, stated that he would like to bring Council up to date on what the Joint Olmsted 

Recreation District is doing and ask for his reappointment.  He thanked Council for forming the Joint 

Olmsted Recreation District last year.  We began the first of the year drafting by-laws, but once 

COVID began we were shut down and have now reconvened and have held a couple of online 

meetings.  Since our group is less than 10, we began to meet in person around September with the 

necessary spacing and face masks.  We alternate our meetings between the Falls and the Township 

but if we cannot meet in either place we will meet at the Community Center.  Currently, the bylaws 

are written and approximately 60 days ago Jeanene Kress, who is an Olmsted Township Trustee, 

volunteered the Township Law Director to review.  There are two issues left in the bylaws to consider 

and once those are completed our plan is to forward the complete bylaws to Mr. Bemer for his 

review, once reviewed by both law director’s the board will present the document to the Trustees and 

City Council for review and ultimately approval.   He stated that the board is concurrently meeting 

with the Metro Parks. We held a virtual meeting with them on December 4th regarding the trails issue; 

we would potentially be using the CEI right of way with the high-tension wires. We are still doing a 

lot of work behind the scenes and there are some things we are looking at and considering to try and 

lay groundwork for in the future.  He stated that the two issues that need clarification are (1) in the 

event of any dissolution of the district once money has been raised through tax increases or some sort 

of tax form or given to the district through a grant, if there were assets that needed to be dissolved 

how would that happen. Probably even more critical would be in the event that another government 

entity and/or school district were to join the district or a participating subdivision terminate their 

participation how would we increase or decrease the board membership. Also, if someone comes in 

late how do we work with that as far as assets that might already be there and what are they bringing 

in because we don’t think its fair that Falls and Township residents are supporting this. For example, 

if, hypothetically, XYZ township joins us how would that all work. We are trying to lay a little bit of 

groundwork in our bylaws on potential things that might happen and how we can address those in the 

future and that is the section we are looking for legal guidance on. The rest of the bylaws we 

reviewed about five or six different bylaws from other joint districts and took the pieces parts of those 
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that worked best for us and incorporated them into our bylaws. We have not presented anything 

because we are going to wait until we get the legal part completed and answered and then present to 

all of Council.  

 

We have set our meeting dates for next year and will be meeting on the third Monday of each month 

again alternating back and forth between the Falls and Township. If anyone has any interest in 

attending, as long as there are not more than two or three of you at one time, until they take the 

number mandate away.   

 

Mr. Thompson stated that when he was initially appointed with Brett Iafigliola and Gary Galauner his 

term was for one year theirs with the other two members at two and three year appointments, so, he is 

up for reappointment for another term which would be a full three year term, unless Council has 

someone else in mind and he would request that at this time.  

 

Mr. Stibich moved to re-appoint Garry Thompson as one of the representatives from the City of 

Olmsted Falls to the Joint Olmsted Recreational District Board for a three-year term commencing on 

January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2023; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Jansen asked how soon the organization could start applying for grants.  Mr. Thompson replied 

after the bylaws are in place as one of the conditions of establishing the JORD was to have the bylaws 

and that was put in place by both Council and the Trustees.  We have already looked for grants and 

have some idea of what might be out there but COVID stopped a lot.  There are a few grants out there 

but the bylaws make us official once approved by both government entities.  Ms. Jansen asked if they 

met with or plan on working with the other two park entities, the Park and Rec Board and Friends of 

Olmsted Parks.  Mr. Thompson asked if she was referring to the Olmsted Athletic Commission.  Ms. 

Jansen replied no, the Friends of Olmsted Parks just completed a fundraiser by selling the wreaths for 

the Village Green.  Mr. Thompson replied that they were not familiar with them yet.  Ms. Jansen 

stated that Terry Duncan was part of that organization.  Mr. Thompson stated that he will reach out.  

 

Approval of Bills: 
Ms. Buchholz moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2020-18; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. Munteanu 

stated that he is curious about a listing for U.S. Bank for copier and use usage.  Mr. Stibich indicated 

that this could be for the copier and sometimes within those agreements there is a usage fee.  Mr. 

Munteanu asked if the city pays U.S. Bank for the lease.  Mr. Stibich replied that he believes it was 

Blue Technologies.  Mayor Graven suggested asking Ms. Veloski in the morning.  Mr. Vitalone 

replied that Blue Technologies could be using US Bank as the financing arm and per copy charges 

but he will get clarification.  Mr. Stibich asked that Ms. Veloski respond to all of Council.  Ms. 

Jansen asked if Mr. Vitalone could explain the entry listed as “payroll expense CARES Act 

November.  Mr. Vitalone stated that the CARES Act entry is the movement of money.  The CARES 

Act funds come in and the city determined to use those funds to offset first responder salaries.  Most 

of the charges, generally in the General Fund, were offset and paid out of the Coronavirus Fund so 

it’s not a new expense its just the movement from one fund to another.   Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  
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Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief – No Report 

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that St. Jude’s is building another home in the Falls Glen Development.  He 

would like to ask Council to waive the building fees as they have done in the past.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to waive the building permit fees for the St. Jude Home that is being 

constructed in the Falls Glen Development; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Ms. Jansen asked if this home 

would be receiving the tax abatement.  Mayor Graven replied that the owner of the home would have 

to apply for the abatement.  Ms. Jansen asked if the last home received one.  Mayor Graven replied 

that he does not know he would have to check with the building department.  Ms. Jansen replied that 

the city has received applications.  Mr. Bemer replied that there have been 17 applications made from 

the end of August, 2020 to the present and the former St. Jude Home predated the process.  Poll: 6 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that as the Mayor previously stated the City has received the 50/50 program for 

Mill Street and Brookside from Bagley and Columbia.  This is an item that has been budgeted in the 

City’s Capital 301 Fund.  The City would be responsible for $105,000 and this will be a nice additive 

to the downtown area. 

 

He stated that now that the storm has passed the department has been out trimming the trees that were 

damaged with the heavy snow and picking up brush.  If the snow melts enough to find the rest of the 

remaining leaves he will continue with the leaf pickup throughout the month.  

 

He stated that the purchase of the truck with the county awarded funds is a blessing and will help out 

the capital equipment fund and the budget since a replacement was budgeted for 2021.     

 

He would like to thank Ms. Ann Reichle from Angelina’s for sending pizzas to the service garage 

right after the storm to help the guys with the long hours they were working battling the snow storm, 

we appreciated them.  He stated that Ms. Reichle does this from time to time when we have incidents 

like the snow storm in the city and it was very nice of her.  

 

He stated that there was an inquiry regarding some houses tying into the Phase V Sewer area. The 

grant from Regional Sewer that Mr. Sheehy received for the city is a reimbursement towards the fees 

for the tie up to $1,500. We are not pushing this information as of yet because the project has not 

been turned over to the city; once that happens then we will let everyone know about the process and 

program and what they will have to submit so we can get the reimbursement and then checks would 

then go to those residents. Also, making sure that the contractor is registered with the city is a big 

issue with that program.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that Mr. Borczuch and his crew did a great job removing the snow.  There was a lot 

of snow that came down in a short period of time.  He has seen a lot of brush in tree lawns and they 

will be cleaning those up with the chipper.  Mr. Borczuch indicated that they started picking up the 

brush this week.  We have about 1/3 of the city completed but he knows there is a lot more out there.  

He is trying to keep things cleaned up so that it does not blow out into the roads.  He will attempt to 
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get as much as he can cleaned up with the leaves that can be found as well as the brush as the weather 

cooperates.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that we have gotten a large increase in the amount of COVID patients we have 

transported, so the problem is out in the city.  We have had two more firefighters that tested positive 

so about 1/3 of the department has already been affected.   

 

He stated that the rollout for the vaccine for first responders that he talked about on December 15th he 

still has nothing in cold hard facts as to when it will be made available to us but will try to find out 

more tomorrow.  

 

Ms. Jansen asked if the city would mandate the vaccine for employees.  Mayor Graven replied no the 

city will not mandate.  

 

Nick Vitalone, Finance Director  

Mr. Vitalone stated that going into the end of the year we have healthy fund balances, much better 

than we started at the beginning of the year and expects that to continue through the end of the month.  

As the Mayor mentioned, all of the various funding we have been getting either from CARES Act 

funds, OPWC, or Bureau of Worker’s Comp keep coming in and the addition of sales of certain 

properties throughout the year has helped us maintain a healthy balance. At this point we are looking 

good going into next year but as we know there is a lot of uncertainty surrounding revenues and we 

are going to need that with the city’s infrastructure needs and other capital needs going into 2021.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that with our final appropriations having to be made by the next Council meeting 

should we hold a finance meeting before the regular Council meeting on December 22nd.  Mr. 

Vitalone stated that would be up to Council.  Mr. Stibich stated that he will consult with Council and 

see if we need to schedule one.  He asked if the plan was to have the appropriations adjustment 

legislation ready for the December 22nd meeting. Mr. Vitalone replied yes.  Mr. Stibich asked if the 

budget for the first quarter of 2021 would also be ready so we are set for the new year.  Mr. Vitalone 

replied yes, the temporary budget for 2021 and the final for 2020 will be ready for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  
Mr. McFadden would like to thank Mr. Borczuch and his service employees for doing a great job 

with the snow removal and the brush pickup.  He knows that they came down his street already for 

brush and asked if he would be back because his neighbor saw his get picked up but didn’t get a 

chance to get his out.  Mr. Borczuch replied that normally we would only do the one pass through but 

since this was such a big event and there was so much damage with the snow, he knows there are a 

lot of people having a hard time getting limps out of their yard because they are buried in the snow 

we will make another pass through once we complete the first pass through the whole city.  Mr. 

Stibich replied that anyone can call Ms. Stone in the service department and give an address that 

would need a pickup.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz stated that she would like to thank Jill Lukes, the Park and Recreation Board and 

everybody that was involved in the virtual tree lighting, they did a phenomenal job.  Ben Seigel from 

Spider Studio’s took his drone and did the flyover which made it spectacular.  She stated that Ms. 

Lukes did an awesome job.   
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Mr. Stibich would agree.  He thanked Ms. Lukes for putting together the video.  The beginning with 

all the shots of various houses while the high school band was playing was fabulous and showed off 

what a great town we have.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV  
Mr. Chitester stated that the St. Jude Dream Home is on the ABR agenda for this Thursday which 

will be a virtual meeting.  He reviewed the plans and believes that 10 out of 10 would recommend 

checking out the house, if we can at any point.  He thanked Mr. Borczuch and his crew for the snow 

removal as he had to be at work at 7AM last week and if it wasn’t for them, he does not if he would 

have been able to get to work.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II  
Mr. Munteanu would like to thank Council for waiving the fees for the St. Jude Dream Home.  They 

did come before Planning and request that the fees be waived.   

 

Council President Paul Stibich – No Report 

 

Council-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen stated that information was distributed in packets regarding the tax abatement.  She would 

like to know if the committee’s have been formed.  Mr. Bemer stated that this topic was going 

through the community last week because it was also brought up during the last Planning & Zoning 

Commission meeting and Councilwoman Jones also contacted him last week to discuss the process.  

He stated that both the Mayor’s office and City Council will need to create a CRA Housing Council 

for the residential real estate applicants for tax abatement.  City Council gets two appointments, the 

Mayor’s office gets two appointments and Planning & Zoning Commission gets one appointment and 

those five members met to appoint two additional members.  The purpose of the Housing Council is 

primarily to hold an annual meeting so there is transparency along with the Housing Officer, which 

under our process Braden Thomas our Building Commissioner has been so designated, he would 

present the applications and review what the different projects were as they go through his 

department. He has the authority to approve or deny according to whether this is truly an addition to 

the value of the particular housing stock. Something for example as repairs, a new roof, or putting 

aluminum siding on are really not considered types of additions that would qualify and that is Mr. 

Thomas’ call; if anybody objects to his determination, they would go to the CRA Housing Council 

for ultimate adjudication.  According to our ordinance the Council also has an obligation to visit, 

once a year, the different properties for whom the abatement has been applied.  There is a separate 

process for any industrial or commercial tax abatement applications and a separate tax council that 

involves Cuyahoga County. In that instance the County Executive appoints three individuals, the 

Mayor, with the approval of Council appoints two, the County Fiscal Officer is a member and the 

Olmsted Falls Board of Education would also have a representative.  As you know, what Council 

approved was recommended back in 2019 which was a 50% abatement of any tax that accrues as a 

result of the improvement up to 10 years, that is set in stone and that calculation was done through 

recommendation. As he recalls we also met with a Board of Education Representative as well as the 

Superintendent to let them know our plans and they had no objection to that particular process.  It was 

important for the two public agencies that are here in town to talk with each other.  Industrial and 

commercial abate would be presented on a negotiated agreement on a case-by-case basis. Again 

anything that exceeds the 50% and 10 years that is provided for by Ohio statute has to be approved by 

the school board but if we stay within the confines of the parameters of the 50% and 10 years the 

school board need not consent.  
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As he understands it the Clerk spoke with the building department and learned that we started getting 

applications at the end of August and there have been 17 applications and we should have a 

committee in place shortly after the first of the year and probably meet in the spring when we know 

there is certainly enough work to warrant such a meeting. Again, Council gets two picks, the Mayor 

gets two picks and Planning & Zoning Commission gets a pick and then together that committee of 

five would then pick two more so give that some consideration amongst yourselves.  Mr. Stibich 

stated that he would suggest if Council knows of anyone or would like to recommend someone to 

send those recommendations in an email to Ms. Mancini with a copy to all of Council for the two 

picks that City Council is entitled to make in the next few months and then we will make some kind 

of decision.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that in Section 8 it states that City Council reserves the right to reevaluate the 

designation of the Olmsted Falls Community Reinvestment Area after December 31, 2020 and asked 

if that was something anyone has considered doing because as of right now it is the entire city. Some 

of the feedback she has heard is that we should not be doing this for our new developments but 

perhaps we should where we need people to use that tax abatement for remodeling their homes or 

areas where we would have this type of issue and need enticement.  Mr. Bemer stated that this is a 

vehicle of marketability of communities that can benefit from additional housing and Olmsted Falls is 

in the competitive market; you are competing with Brunswick, other Medina cities, and certainly 

Lorain County cities, Avon comes to mind as it is growing in leaps and bounds as is North Ridgeville 

which is right next to us. The thought came up because there are some large areas of property that we 

have and had significant interest expressed but the problem is twofold; number one you want to keep 

your residents you don’t want them to look for a bigger house in Brunswick or Brunswick Hills you 

want them to add on and stay here or move into a newer house in a development so that is the huge 

incentive; the other is we are competing so if there was a development coming in or a developer 

asking for land they look for two things tax incentive and the proper zoning and if work is needed 

they go someplace else.  Developers want shovel ready lots in cities. Given the fact that Olmsted 

Falls is one of the most idyllic bedroom communities in the area people are always interested in some 

kind of break on their taxes but on the other hand they also want to see their money well spent. When 

you have a city that is primarily residential, which is what we are, with a nice little retail district and 

the industrial nature next door with the packaging and steel company but that’s about it, so the brunt 

of the real estate taxes is all borne by the residents. The tax rate is 1.5% and there are only two other 

areas around that have that, one is Lakewood but they have a 50/50 mix with all the retail and 

industrial industry they have and the other is Westlake which is loaded with non-residential areas. If 

you want to keep your residents happy and look to maintain that low tax rate you better do something 

to attract more residents or certainly look to attract businesses and he knows the Mayor has been 

beating the bushes and we have talked to a number of larger businesses to see if they were interested 

in some of the vacant lots that we have. The other way of doing this is to have a citywide interest and 

frankly what is being built on Columbia has been pending for 14 years and now is the time. The main 

incentive was certainly sewers but tax incentive also and again each house has to apply individually 

which is a big factor. You can’t really determine whether it’s the chicken or the egg or which is the 

true attraction.  He received most of his lead from Fairview Park because he knew some of the city 

people there and they are a very similar community to Olmsted Falls, wonderful residential housing 

but they also have a shopping center but that shopping center is in the Rocky River Board of 

Education District so the funds do not go to Fairview schools. He had a conversation with their 

current Economic Director as well as with former Mayor Patton over the years and they love it; it’s 

an incentive to add on so you don’t lose your population and if you don’t have it and they don’t build 

you get nothing.  Mayor Graven stated that he believes Fairview Park’s abatement is 100% for seven 
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years, and we thought 50% was fair for 10 years. He stated that our economic development expert 

Tom Jordan suggested that we do it city wide and again he was an expert in economic development 

and stated that is what all the cutting-edge cities were doing.  Mr. Bemer replied that is correct, Mr. 

Jordan was furloughed during COVID and that is why the project really didn’t get started as there 

was very little activity in the spring and early summer of 2020. Now that we have it and we see 

construction starting with Western Reserve on both sides of Columbia and another 23-housing project 

by Valore in Falls Glen things are starting to move and that’s exciting and again you cannot discount 

the availability of the tax incentive to bring new families into the community.  Mayor Graven stated 

that they will also be paying 100% of income tax to the city.  Mr. Bemer replied that is the good thing 

because we need the income tax and these houses are quite attractive, we anticipate them to be 

between $350,000 and $450,000.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that the primary feedback that she has been getting from the residents is that and 

like Mr. Bemer stated we are primarily residential and a very small quaint community and we really 

don’t want to see more residential development going in. They understand the need for commercial 

and the need for the tax abatements to entice the commercial but residential tax abatements are harder 

to sell. She has not seen any positive feedback in regards to tax abatement for newly constructed 

homes and she wanted to share that with everyone.  Mr. Bemer stated that he does not understand her 

statement harder to sell.  Ms. Jansen replied figuratively speaking when you are having a 

conversation with someone and talking about it they don’t tend to agree with the tax abatement for 

new homes.  Mr. Bemer stated that it is a good dialogue and like he said the residents love their 

community but change can be very hard for people and all we can do is give them the options. He 

stated that Parma Heights is a wonderful residential community and they don’t want to be assimilated 

by Parma they want to be stand alone and their income tax rate is 3%. He went through this in Rocky 

River about five or six years ago your city services do not keep up with the revenue generated by 1 

½% so it went to 2% and people understood that so the whole idea is certainly to respect everyone’s 

opinion and certainly respect the idyllic nature of the contiguous neighborhoods. In his discussions 

with George Smerigan there is some really good things in the Planning and Zoning code one of which 

is to maintain a 20% green space on any new development and something as simple as that really 

helps maintain the separation. Yes, some people would rather live in a 150-year-old former farm 

house than a new colonial but other people would just as soon like a new colonial so you try to go 

through all the cross sections and satisfy the wide range of diverse opinions and attitudes and there 

are some people that don’t want trucks going down their street. You have to progress like the airplane 

and transportation which becomes instantaneous but you lose the beauty and wonder of the bird and 

the same thing with the automobile much easier to get around but your atmosphere becomes polluted 

with fumes so somewhere along the line is that happy medium.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that regarding the sale of the property at 9664 Columbia Road, if you recall in 

November of 2019 the City paid Republic $15,000 to haul away the debris and we were told that the 

fund would be reimbursed when the property was sold and she wants to make sure that is still done.  

Mr. Stibich stated that the city fees come out of the sale first.  Mr. Bemer stated that these are land 

banked properties so there was really no negotiation on the price and the Behavior Clinic had an 

attorney who wanted to negotiate but he said no because by statute it’s the appraised value and 

frankly the City will not make a profit because the outstanding taxes exceed the value of the property 

but we will get all of our costs recovered before the proceeds go to the County and then they would 

make their necessary disbursements to the school board and the county programs. He believes that the 

city collects 9% of real estate taxes and Mr. Borczuch will assure that when we get all those proceeds, 

he will be in touch with the finance office to make sure we take our costs out.  Mr. Borczuch stated 
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that he has a list of figures on my desk so when this transaction happens, he has the numbers that can 

be given to the finance director before sending to the county.  Mr. Bemer asked how many parcels the 

city has from landbank.  Mr. Borczuch replied roughly around a dozen to 15.  Mr. Bemer stated that 

some were a matter of speculation but why not bank them and if there is an opportunity to assemble 

some parcels then the city may make some decent profit off of them. Anytime such a deal is made the 

taxes need to be made whole during the period of time for the delinquencies as well as the period of 

time that the city had the property all that needs to be brought current so there is a potential advantage 

that we may have in order to reclaim some of the real estate in these different odd lots.  Mr. Stibich 

stated that the good news about the transaction is once the sale goes through that property goes back 

on the real estate rolls and the city and the county will again be taxing the property and perhaps the 

new owner will expand their business which is good for all of us.  Mr. Bemer replied absolutely this 

is win/win proposition.  Mr. Borcuzch stated that if Council would like after the first of the year he 

would be glad to meet and go over the properties and try to put our heads together to see what 

direction we would like to go because he has to maintain the properties we have in the city.  Ms. 

Jansen replied that she would like that.  Mr. Stibich indicated that he would try to schedule a meeting 

in January.  

 

Mr. McFadden asked of the 12 to 15 properties how many are buildable lots.  Mr. Borczuch replied 

that at least half; there are a few if they were joined into one parcel could be very big but we can 

discuss that during the meeting.  Mayor Graven stated that Mr. McFadden brought up a good point 

with buildable lots and the CRA again we are generating economic development and creating a lot of 

good jobs in the city as we are putting a lot of construction workers to work and that’s a good thing. 

He has also received calls on both sides some people don’t like the CRA but he has also gotten calls 

from people who do like the CRA because they want to build a new house and stay in the city 

because they love Olmsted Falls and have lived here for 30 years and this way, they can build a new 

house and stay in our city that we love. Again, other people said instead of having a bunch of vacant 

lots or woods they would rather have that land create good construction jobs and also create more 

money for the city because instead of vacant land sitting there not creating income you now have 

people who are working and paying income tax into the city so like Mr. Bemer said everyone is 

different.  We try please as many people as we can but as everyone on Council, and our directors 

know we cannot please everyone but every day we just try to the best we can which is why he talks to 

experts in economic development like Tom Jordan. Mr. Stibich stated that he thinks as Council 

people what we hear and see is usually when someone is upset over something or angry or feels that 

they are getting cheated and those are the people we hear from. We don’t usually hear from the 

people who say this is a great thing and they are glad we did it; most times we hear from someone 

who is unhappy and we as Council people have to look at the overall picture and decide what is best 

for the entire city.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that since Tom Jordan was brought up do we know when we are going to use his 

services again.  Mayor Graven stated that we are looking at some different things and may or may not 

bring him back. Mr. Stibich stated that his costs have been budgeted for 2021 but nothing will happen 

in January as we need to find out where our revenues are and we won’t know that till maybe April.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that she would like to echo what the Mayor touched on about the tree lighting. 

There are many people working behind the scenes who made it happen this year. The people who 

came down and actually put the stuff up to the people who donated or bought wreaths. She would like 

to give just a little background on some of the items that are there because most of us don’t know and 

to her it makes it more personal because we don’t have big displays like some other cities. For 
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instance, the toy soldiers that are at the front of the pavilion were originally made by Olmsted 

Performing Arts for one of their plays, the Nutcracker, so those were hand me down decorations and 

the wreaths on the Gazebo and hanging in the windows are from Dave Buchholz who got them from 

someone who didn’t want them anymore, more hand me down decorations, and the white lights that 

go across both fences on Water and Columbia along with the red and green flood lights are from Ann 

Reichle, she paid for those either last year or the year before that, the garland wrapped around the 

same fence were donated by the Kiwanis and the tree and deer were donated by Dave Buchholz. She 

thinks its important that we recognize those donations and actions of people because we wouldn’t 

have any of that without any of them and she wanted to share those stories.  Mr. Stibich stated that 

the video was fabulous and what a wonderful community we have with all these volunteers and 

people donating their time and ideas.  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director – No Report 

 

Old Business - None 

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 53-2020 

AN ORDINANCE REAPPOINTING ANDREW D. BEMER AS DIRECTOR OF LAW FOR 

THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION, REPEALING 

ALL LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT HEREWITH, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 54-2020 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A THREE 

YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH BLUE TECHNOLOGIES SMART 

SOLUTIONS LLC, FOR COMPREHENSIVE MANAGED SUPPORT SERVICES 

FOR THE CITY’S COMPUTER SYSTEM, INCLUDING DESKTOP, SERVER 

AND MISCELLANEOUS NETWORK SUPPORT, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Munteanu moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. 

Chitester asked if the administration knew when they would come to Council for approval of the 

recommendations made by Blue Technologies.  Mayor Graven replied maybe early Spring. Poll: 6 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 55-2020 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 9664 COLUMBIA ROAD KNOWN AS CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
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AUDITOR’S PPN: 291-05-023, ACQUIRED BY THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS LAND 

REUTILIZATION PROGRAM, AND AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATION TO 

TAKE ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE TO CONSUMMATE THE 

SAME  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 56-2020 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING CORNEL MUNTEANU AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 

CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE RURAL 

LORAIN COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to adjourn into executive session to discuss matters of personnel pursuant to 

ORC 121.22(G)(1); Ms. Buchholz seconded. Mr. Bemer requested that Mr. Vitalone, Mr. Borczuch, 

Chief Sheehan and Chief Rogers also attend executive session as this concerns collective bargaining 

agreements.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn into regular session; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

The meeting reconvened at 8:46 p.m.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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